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Directions:

Write a persuasive essay about one holiday from the point of view of another holiday’s “mascot.” For example, what would the Easter Bunny think about Christmas, how would Santa feel about Valentine’s Day, and what would a Turkey have to say about St. Patrick’s Day?

We’ll structure this as a traditional five paragraph essay with three body paragraphs. And remember, the essay should have a clear opinion about the holiday in question, and that opinion should match up with another holiday hero’s perspective. When expressing opinions, back up your reasoning with multiple details. Focus on your best arguments, rather than many weak arguments. Make sure they pick a strong thesis with an obvious opinion.

Choose your holiday “mascot”___________________________________. 

Which holiday are you  “for”_____________________________“against”_________________________________.

Pick three of these to organize your body paragraphs.

· Food

· Gift giving

· Costumes

· Decorations

· Origins

· Attitudes (thankfulness, fright, thoughtfulness)

· Songs

Sample Outline:

Thanksgiving: It’s No Christmas

by Santa Claus

Attitudes.

· Focus is on thankfulness, just like Christmas.

· The importance of family is also a similarity.

· However, in my holiday we display our thanks not just through words, but by giving gifts.

Food.

· Turkey dinner was associated with Christmas first!

· Similarly, stuffing and cranberry sauce is confusingly shared by both holidays.

· Pies are the focus, but I prefer cookies.

Decorations.

· Christmas’ bright colors are better than browns, oranges and dreary greens.

· Why is a Turkey the mascot if he is eaten?

· Squashes and cornucopias are not as festive as a large green tree.

Name_____________________Date______________________________________________________________ VS. ___________________________
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Detail____________________________________________________________
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Conclusion________________________________________________________
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